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Extension Needs for Tilapia Pond Culture of Farmers in Muang District,
Kanchanaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study: (1) their social and economic state; (2)
their fundamental knowledge of the tilapia puddle culture; (3) their extension needs for the
tilapia pond culture; (4) the comparison between the farmers who had raised tilapia pond
sufficiently adhering to the Sufficiency Economy Principle) and the farmers who had raised
tilapia pond commercially; and (5) their problems and suggestions on the extension nrrds for
tilapia pond culture.

The population in this study were farmers who were officially registered as the
farmers who had raised tilapia pond in Mueang District, Kanchanaburi Province. The samples
were divided into 2 groups, these were 77 farmers who had raised tilapia pond sufficiently
(adhering to the Sufficiency Economy Principle) and 78 farmers who had raised tilapia pond
commercially. The data were collected by using structured interview. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by instant computer programs were frequency,
percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation, and t-test for hypothesis testing.

The findings of this study were as follows: The social and economic state of the
farmers in the sufficient culture group and the commercial culture group was not quite
different. Most of the studied farmers in both groups were male with average age at 56.20
years old and 58.90 years old respectively. Most of them were educated at lower primary
level. The farmers in the commercial culture group were generally educated a little higher
than the ones in the sufficient culture group. Almost all of them were a member of a farmer
group. They mainly used the labor in their family in raising tilapia pond, with no hired
workers. They did farming on their own land. Their main occupation was a farmer who had
done plant farming more than raising animals. Their income was obtained from agricultural
section more than from non-agricultural ones. Most of them had debts. They mostly took out
loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operatives. Considering their
fundamental knowledge of the tilapia puddle culture, it was found that the fundamental
knowledge of the farmers in both groups before starting to raise it, including their knowledge
about the marketing and the extension was at low level. The objective of the sufficient culture
group was to consume their tilapia within their family, while the one of the commercial
culture group was to sell it. The state of the tilapia pond culture in both groups were mostly
not different, except the investment of the commercial culture group was higher than the one
of the sufficient culture group, and the income obtaining from selling tilapia of the
commercial culture group was higher than the one of the sufficient culture group.
Considering the extension needs for the tilapia pond culture of the farmers in both groups, it
was found that their needs were generally at high level, except their need for individual
knowledge transfer was at medium level. Considering the problems with the tilapia pond
culture of the farmers in both groups, it was found that they had problems at high level. Their
problems were in the aspect of the production, the raising management, the marketing, and
the extension. Their suggestions were in 4 aspects, these were the production, the marketing,
the extension, and others. The aspect which the farmers in both groups suggested most was
the aspect of extension which was suggested that the officials in the Agricultural Extension
Department should have visited their farm and given them suggestions regularly.

Keywords: Extension needs, Tilapia pond culture, Kanchanaburi Province
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